Interior Designer Basics
By Paul Andrew

Whether you reside in a condominium in New York, a three story colonial in Connecticut or a beach view apartment in Miami, is not only your castle but also reflects your lifestyle and standard of living.  Your home should be a safe haven and be organized and decorated in a way that fits you and your life and should not reflect current trends or traditional thinking.  If your guest bedroom never gets used turn it into a space that you will use that will enhance the time you spend at home.  Make your home reflect your personality and desires.

If you decide to embark on a design project and use the services of an interior design professional, there are some things that you can do even before your first meeting.

Some of the questions you may want to mull over include:

· What hobbies does my family enjoy 
· What kind of art is displayed in the home?

· How much time is spent in the home?

· When the inhabitants come home what do they want to do first?  Relax, fix dinner, exercise…?

· Is frequent entertaining a factor?

· Interest in a "green" or organic lifestyle?

· Are there certain color schemes that we love or hate? 
· Is there any particular decorating style that we love or hate?

· Are there any known allergies in the family that would affect the choice of flooring or furniture?

Your next step is to spend some time in a bookstore purchasing design magazines and books that appeal to you and your budget.  

Create a three ring binder with the questions and answers from above and then begin to collect and keep color swatches, pictures from magazines or books, pictures of rooms in other homes and any other ideas you have in the binder.   
Once you decide on the scope of the decorating project and the budget you can share this information with your designer.  This information is helpful in them identifying your style and how they can best assist you. 

Even if you are on a budget an interior designer can still be the best bang for your buck. Many times a professional can save enough money on supplies, furniture and accessories – not to mention time - that the fees you pay are recouped during the course of the project.

About Paul Andrew

With more than two decades of design experience, designer Paul Andrew’s style and intuition has matured and helped to build Style for Life Interiors into a full service design firm that offers home staging, art acquisition, shopping trips, renovations, and new construction consulting.

Under the guidance of Paul, Style for Life Interiors has performed more than 100 transformations for its residential and commercial clients.

Having decorated homes in the suburbs of New Jersey, New York,  and Connecticut, Paul especially enjoys creating townhome spaces that give owners the opportunity to be engulfed in special spaces that are uniquely their own.  Paul can be reached at pandrew@styleforlifeinteriors.com
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